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Graduation - A Valedictorian

The Learning Centres in Keremeos, Osoyoos and
Oliver, provide many opportunities for adult learners
of all ages to engage in learning, in order to upgrade
skills or develop a new one. Karamjit is an example
of a student who worked on her Adult Graduation,
while acquiring her English Language skills. She is
now ready to begin a new phase of her life, studying
at Okanagan College, to be a nurse. Here is her
experience in her own words, as shared in her
\Valedictorian speech in June.

My name is Karamjit Gill. | arrived from India in Sept
2005 and started at the Learning Centre in December of
the same year.

My goal was to improve my speaking skills and further my
education to enable me to get a good job. | knew | would
have to work hard to reach my goal.

My education in India helped prepare me for my reading
and writing to some degree, but | still had a long way to
go. My spoken English was the most difficult challenge
for me.

Coming into the Learning Centre for the first time was a
big step: just to step inside the door was frightening.

The first course | took was Social Studies 11. This was a
very large hurdle to get through because it would take
me longer than normal. | had to reread the material
several times to learn about Canada since | did not have
any background. Plus the vocabulary was a challenge.

With much patience, | finally finished social studies with
a B+ and | was able to write the provincial exam. At this
point, | felt that | was really working towards my goal. |
gained much self-confidence and | knew | could succeed
and receive my Adult Dogwood Diploma.
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Another challenge was that | worked 1 to 2 jobs at a
time. | could only attend mostly evening sessions and |
moved through my courses very slowly. Without the
learning centre, | would never have succeeded reaching
my goal. Each course was tailored to my individual
needs and the teachers treated us with respect and
patience.

Today is a great moment for me because | have worked
hard to overcome many obstacles. | can proudly say that
| am a graduate of Canada. Now more doors are open to
me for post secondary education. | cannot wait to
continue to learn in post-secondary and make a good life
for myself in Canada.

| would like to thank my Aunt Kuljit Kaler for
introducing me to the Learning Centre and Sarbjeet
Dhillon for being with me through all the challenges and
a very big thank you to the staff of the Oliver learning
center for providing me with an excellent, friendly
working environment.

| would like to leave you with this one last thought:
always reach for your goal and never give up - no matter
how hard and how far away it seems. Keep with it and
you will succeed.

Thank you,
Karamjit Gill
Oliver, BC

To find out more about how the
Learning Centres can benefit you, call
Caroline Pennelli or Barbra Paterson
at 250.485.0303 or drop in to your
neighbourhood centre and meet the teachers
and students for yourself!

www.youlearn.ca
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PARENTS!

Looking for fun activities for your kids this
summer? Want to help your kids hang on to their
reading progress from one school year to the
next? The SUMMER READING CLUB is for you!

The PENTICTON PUBLIC LIBRARY offers this
FREE program each summer to kids aged 6-12.
Kids pick up a reading record and set their own
reading goals, collecting stickers as they read
through the summer. This is not a reading contest
— it is not about reading as many books as you
can from somebody else’s list, but reading what
you like and enjoying it.

Kids may also attend drop-in Summer Reading
Club programs at the Library each week. This
year’s theme is FOLLOW THE READER! We will
feature storytelling, crafts, guests and prize draws.
It's a lot of fun! We hope to see your children
there. Programs will be held:

For 6-8 year-olds: Tuesdays, July 7 — August 4,
2:00 — 3:00 p.m. (in Library Auditorium)

For 9-12 year-olds: Wednesdays, July 8 — August
5, 2:00 — 3.00 p.m. (in Library Auditorium)

For Both Groups: Wrap-Up Party, Wednesday,
August 12, 2:00 — 3:00 p.m.

Infant Development and Family Outreach

UULLLLLLVL l ldygroul}

In Penticton
For children between 1 - 3 years old and
their parent or caregiver
Crafts, puzzles, snack, stories, songs, and much
more...

10:00 - 11:30
Wednesday

July 8,15, 22
Or
August 5, 12, 19

To register
call Kelly
250-493-0512,

Okanagan Boys & Girls Clubs extension 124

% The Buzz on Literacy

_5_ ITALIAN
VEGETABLE SEASONING
£ sPRAY T

PERSONAL PIZZA
YOU WILL NEED
ROLLING FN |
CAN OF BISCUITS sz can MEASURING SPOCNS oRGLASS
 s1scurs mmo mma ” 00

1 Roll i

biscuit inio a4 in

I-hmhugerluntnhama)rhemedlnph:adhm

T
=

3. Place biscuit on pan. Then tum
edges up o fom rim.

4. Add hall ings

In

mdstﬁpreadahnutzuhleamon e op é é

F. for 810 minuies.

&. Bake In oven at 450 degrees

(aliced)

VARIATIONS: ANY 1 OR MORE TOPPINGS
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GROUND BROWNED GRATED CHEESE

MCZZARELLA,
AMERICAN OR ANY
OTHER CHEESE

Pictorial
Cookbooks
are a great
way to
motivate
children to
read and
cook. This is
a recipe
from the
Whiz, Zip &
Zap
Cookbook,
Nutra-Net,
Inc.

This
cookbook is
aimed for
children
from grades
3 - 6. Happy
cooking!

Summer Literacy Tips - Now that it’s July, summer
vacation is officially here! But just because school’s out
doesn’t mean your family can’t continue to practice their
literacy skills all summer long.

e Hunt for words: Throughout a day trip, have the family go
through the alphabet, each person finding words on signs and
displays that start with the letter they are given. Discover new

words!

e Don’t forget to write!: Send friends and relatives postcards from
different places along the way, or better yet, send one to
yourself as a visual reminder of your trip.

e Play word games: Challenge family members to create words
by using letters they see on license plates. Make a competition
of it — who can create the most words? Who is fastest?

Did you know: Upgrading Literacy and Skills

is a High Priority for Working Canadians
Onequarter of
literacy skills prepare them for a new job — And 40% of managers
't sure
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